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For Informational Purposes Only  

© 2015 CA. All rights reserved. All trademarks referenced herein belong to their respective companies. The presentation is intended for 

information purposes only and does not form any type of warranty. Some of the specific slides with customer references relate to customer's 

specific use and experience of CA products and solutions so actual results may vary.  

Certain information in this presentation may outline CA’s general product direction.  This presentation shall not serve to (i) affect the rights 

and/or obligations of CA or its licensees under any existing or future license agreement or services agreement relating to any CA software 

product; or (ii) amend any product documentation or specifications for any CA software product. This presentation is based on current 

information and resource allocations as of March 5, 2015  and is subject to change or withdrawal by CA at any time without notice.  The 

development, release and timing of any features or functionality described in this presentation remain at CA’s sole discretion.  

Notwithstanding anything in this presentation to the contrary, upon the general availability of any future CA product release referenced in 

this presentation, CA may make such release available to new licensees in the form of a regularly scheduled major product release. Such 

release may be made available to licensees of the product who are active subscribers to CA maintenance and support, on a when and if-

available basis. The information in this presentation is not deemed to be incorporated into any contract. 

Terms of this Presentation 
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The Problem 

 

 

 

 

 

So why isn’t Linux on z taking off? 

One year ago we thought about the Linux on z Market… 

 Linux on z is almost 15 years old 

 With many workloads, there is a costs benefit to LoZ 

And… 

 Linux is Linux is Linux… right? 
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CA’s Linux on z Research 

Spring 2014 

 Polled >150 customers - twice 

Summer 2014 

 Spoke 1:1 to 25 key customers 
– Advocates, Agnostics and Atheists…even a Heretic or two 

 What worked, what didn’t ? 

 Who decides on the platform and when? 

 Who was even aware of z as a platform option? 

 Under what conditions would they deploy Linux? 



6 © 2014 CA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Survey says! 

* As found in research conducted by CA Technologies, Spring 2014 

Market 

53% of System z customers 
own at least one Integrated 
Facility for Linux (IFL) 

53% 

Adoption 

Only 41% of those that own an 
IFL actually use it 

41% 

Potential 

There is astounding potential 
for remaining IFL owners to 
realize the benefits and value 
that Linux on System z offers 



Linux on System z Market Maturity 
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Supporting internal 
MF systems 

CA CS4z 

Benefiting from 
proximity to z/OS 

MQ Broker 

Offloading z/OS 
workloads  
WAS, Java 

Inheriting MF QoS: 
DR, HA, Perf. 

Business critical apps  

Implementing 
enterprise & cloud 

Linux workloads  
Generic platform 

~25% of customers ~50% of customers 85% of customers 95% of customers 75% of customers  Lo
w

 

Resistance from Enterprise IT 

z/OS Oriented 
(aka “the Comfort Zone” 

Enterprise 

Low High 



8 © 2014 CA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Challenges 
of Linux on 
System z 
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Challenges to Linux on System z 
 

ONLY 41% OF IFL OWNERS ACTUALLY USE THEM 

Misunderstood 

 Enterprise IT has 
misconceptions  
about System z 

It’s an Exception 

 Different tools are 
used to manage  
Linux on System z 

Steep Cost Model  

 Acquisition cost 
steps too large for 
some 

$$ 

Immature 

 Linux on System z 
is unproven 
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What people actually said… 

 

 

“ We did a marketing campaign to the lines of business and internal IT to educate them about the 
attributes of System z as a Linux platform. ” 

“ Start of meeting: “We’d never deploy Linux on z” End of meeting: “OK, we’d do 3 of the 5 scenarios and if 
the exceptions were removed, we’d consider the other 2. ” 

“ …the cost of buying  new tools destroyed the cost case. Not just the cost of buying them but the cost of 
training people to use the tools.  ” 

“ We moved to Solar Winds and saved a fortune. ” 

“ We loved Linux on z but the cost of adding an initial IFL to the CEC was ~$250K and we just could not 
justify it. We’d move back if the pricing was fixed. ” 

“ We have never run a virus scan on Linux for z because it does not exist. If it did, we would be obliged to 
purchase and use it. ” 
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Integration into Enterprise IT 
 

Different toolsets 

 One for System z, one for everything else 

– Additional complexity 

– Additional acquisition cost 

– Additional training requirements and cost 

Linux on System z is an exception 
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Integration into Enterprise IT 
 

Different toolsets 

 Monitoring 

 File level Backup 

 Chargeback / Accounting 

 Capacity Monitoring and Usage 

 Guest Provisioning and Management 

 Anti-virus 

 

Linux on System z is an exception 
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CA’s Linux on System z Strategy 
 

Unified Infrastructure Management (UIM) 

 Monitor Linux on System z Guests 

– Five probes generally available June 2014 

 CPU, Disk, Memory 

 Logfile Monitoring 

 Process Monitoring 

 Websphere 

 Apache 

Extend UIM to System z 

 Target IT Operations Staff 

 z/VM Proof of Concept complete 

 z/VM Product Development on-going 

 

 

 

 z/OS Product Development on-going 
 

EXTENDING STANDARD ENTERPRISE TOOLS TO SYSTEM Z 
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Hopefully a first step… 
 

 Remove barriers for Adopting Linux on z 

 If successful.. More will come 

 But still waiting for a compelling event 
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