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Planned topics include - 1 of 2 

• Database Context Processing 

• QWIKREF1 Processing Overview 

• Installation: QWLIBREX, QWIAD and CA MSM 

• Virtual Excludes 

• QINFO Subcommand 

• QWIKOPTS Tailoring 

• QWIKSLCJ – Cutting up the Database 
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Planned topics include - 2 of 2 

• QWIKMRGJ – Reassembling the Database 

• QWIEXPYR – Checking the license key 

• User Data Bases (UDB’s) – using QWIKREF2 

• OVERRIDE Facility  - A Better User Data Base 

• QWIKEXIT 

• Batch Processing and Batch Commands 
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Database Context Processing 
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Database Context Processing 
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GETNEXT 

GETPREV 

• View manuals such as Language manuals 



Database Context Commands 

• GETNEXT or GN – move forward 

• GETPREV or GP – move backwards 

• .TBL-OF-CONTENTS item is clue that GETNEXT 

and GETPREV are enabled in the product. 

•  V=’IBM’  

 P=’C/C++ LANGUAGE SYNTX’  

 R=’V3R2’  

 I=’.INTRODUCTION’ 
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GETNEXT Example 
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GETPREV Example 
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Original Starting Point 
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QWIKREF1 Processing 

Overview 
 

10 



MVS Address Space / QWIKREF1 

11 

QWIKREF1 resides here 



QWIKREF1 Attributes 

• No AC=01 - not APF-Authorized 

• Does not use 64-bit addressing but does execute 

in 64-bit addressing systems 

• AMODE 31  

• RMODE ANY 

• RENT, REUS 

• LINKLIST is not recommended 
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QW DD Names – 1 of 2 

• QWREFDD – DD name used for the main 

database.  

• QWLICKEY – DD name used for the license key 

file. 

• QWVIRTEX – DD name used for the virtual 

excludes. 

• QWPARMS –DD name used for the OVERRIDE 

facility. 
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QW DD Names – 2 of 2 

• SYSHELP –DD name used for TSO/E items found 

in SYS1.HELP. 

• QWREFDDU – DD name used in batch for a 

single user database.   

• QWPRINT – DD name used in batch for the 

output.   

 DCB=(RECFM=VBA,LRECL=300,BLKSIZE=blk) 

• QWCMDSDD –DD name used in batch for the 

batch commands. 
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Where are QW DD Names Used? 

Places you may see QW DD Names include 

1. QW Clist 

2. QWBATCH 

3. Dynamic Allocation – Use ISRDDN to view 
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QW Clist – 1 of 3 
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QW Clist – 2 of 3 
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QW Clist – 3 of 3 
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QWBATCH 
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QWIKREF1 – logic flow – 1 of 3 

• initializes and establishes ESTAE 

• Parses parameters (including fast-path, batch, 

and direct-program call parameters) 

• determine if cursor-driven invocation is required 

• determines processing mode (ISPF, batch, direct 

program call) and handles setup for processing 

mode 

• loads QWIKOPTS  
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QWIKREF1 – logic flow – 2 of 3 

• parse/setup OVERRIDE parameters 

• determine if the MVS/QuickRef main and user 

data base(s) are pre-allocated 

• loads QWIKEXIT (if available)  

• displays and processes all MVS/QuickRef menus  

• determine if DASD Free Space invocation is 

required 
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QWIKREF1 – logic flow – 3 of 3 

• LOOP 

• calls routine to display text or selection list 

• calls routine to process next command 

• handles termination processing  

• sets the appropriate return code 
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Installation: QWLIBREX, 

QWIAD and CA-MSM 
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Installation Assistance 

• QWLIBREX – contains compressed QW files and 

code to decompress them. 

• QWIAD – QW Installation Assistance Dialog – 

Supports all possible QW installation paths (non-

SMP/E, SMP/E, Full-DB, Partial-DB, DB-only)  

 QWIAD is highly recommended 

• CA MSM – CA Mainframe Software Manager - 

simplifies and unifies the installation of mainframe 

products on z/OS systems 
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Virtual Excludes 
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Database Size by Vendor 

• For the 71 vendors in release 7.7, the database 

size by vendor: 

• Allen System Group  2% 

• IBM Tivoli    4.3% 

• CA Technologies   7% 

• BMC     16% 

• IBM     62% 

• All Other Not Listed  8% 
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Why Removing Releases  
May Not Help 

• Why doesn’t eliminating releases of product always save 

space in database? 

• Consider the following 

 V=IBM 

 P=’Z/OS SYSTEM MSGS’ 

 R=V1R1 through V1R12 

 I=IEC108I 

• Logic says removing unneeded releases would save 

space 

• Degassing says “maybe not” 
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What Degassing Does 
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IEC108I – V1R1 

IEC108I – V1R2 

IEC108I – V1R3 

IEC108I – V1R4 

IEC108I – V1R5 

IEC108I – V1R6 

IEC108I – V1R7 

IEC108I – V1R8 

IEC108I – V1R9 

IEC108I – V1R10 

IEC108I – V1R11 

IEC108I – V1R12 

Text for IEC108I that is used for V1R1 

… 



Too Many Items! 
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Virtual Excludes - Example 
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Virtual Excludes - Results 
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QINFO Subcommand 
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QINFO from Main Menu 
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QINFO – Site Information 
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QINFO – Release Information 
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QINFO – QWIKREF1 Module 
Locations 
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QINFO – QWIKOPTS Module 
Locations 
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QINFO – Expiration Date Info 
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QINFO – License Key Info 
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QINFO – License Key Profile 
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QINFO – CPU Specifics 
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QINFO – Main Database Profile 
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QINFO – Virtual Exclude Profile 

43 



QINFO – Z/OS & DFSMSdfp 
Specifics 
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QINFO – ISPF Configuration Table 
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QINFO – Site/User Command Table 
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QINFO – Site/User Profile 
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QINFO - QW Parms 1 of 3 
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QINFO - QW Parms 2 of 3 

49 



QINFO - QW Parms 3 of 3 
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QINFO – Character Set Usage 
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QWIKOPTS Tailoring 
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QWIKOPTS List – 1 of 3 
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QWIKOPTS List – 2 of 3 
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QWIKOPTS List – 3 of 3 
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QINFO – QWOPTASM to 
Reassemble 
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QWIKOPTS – QWINUOPT 
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MVS/QuickRef Utilities 
 

• QWIKSLCT 

• QWIKMRGE 

• QWIEXPYR / QWIEXPY2 
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QWIKSLCT / QWIKSLCJ 

• Usage:  

• To copy the entire database to new database 

• To selectively copy items from the database to new 

database 

• Action driven by control statements 

• Not supported for User Databases (UDB’s) 

• For JCL, see member QWIKSLCJ in JCL library 
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QWIKMRGE / QWIKMRGJ 

• Usage:  

• To combine (or merge) 1 to 5 update databases 

into a single database 

• Action driven by control statements 

• Not supported for User Databases (UDB’s) 

• For JCL, see member QWIKMRGJ in JCL library 
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QWIEXPYR 

• Usage:  

• To analyze an MVS/QuickRef license key file to 

return the number of remaining days 

• REXX driven 

• Checks the currently allocated license key file 

• For JCL, see member QWIEXPYR in JCL library 
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QWIEXPYR REXX Exec 
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QWIEXPYR/QWIEXPY2 Return 
Codes 

• 0 : license key expired 

• -1 : license key file invalid 

• 'nnnn' : positive integer is the number of days until 

the MVS/QuickRef license key expires. 

  

Note: 3653 is reported even when the number of 

days until expiration may be more than 3653 

days. 
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QWIEXPY2 

• Updated version of QWIEXPYR 

• Usage:  

• To analyze an MVS/QuickRef license key file to 

return the number of remaining days 

• REXX driven 

• Allows you to allocate the license key file 

• Useful for dealing with lots of license keys 

• For JCL, see member QWIEXPY2 in JCL library 
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QWIEXPY2 REXX Exec 
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User Data Bases (UDB’s)  
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User Data Bases (UDB’s) 

Examples: 

• Local job class or SYSOUT class standards  

• Local JCL standards  

• Tape handling procedures and instructions  

• Employee phone number list  

• "Hot" news items, such as down time schedules  

• Hardware/software configuration information  

• User ABEND code descriptions for local 

applications                    
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MVS/QuickRef Database Layout 

Indices in QW have the following layout: 

• Vendor – 15 characters 

• Product – 20 characters 

• Release – 15 characters 

• Item – 16 characters 
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Your UDB Database Layout 

Manipulate the indices in the database to fit your 

needs: 

• Vendor – “My Company Name” 

• Product – “Local ABEND codes” 

• Release – “*”, ANY, “My Release” or “  ” 

• Item – U0999 
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Steps to Building User Data Base 

Steps for Building UDB: 

1. Allocate and load the user data base(s)  

2. Define the user data base(s) to MVS/QuickRef  

3. If needed, create auser menu panel.                                                      

4. If you created a user menu panel, then add user 

menu option to the MVS/QuickRef main menu 

5. Backup your source files because you probably 

will need to rebuild. 

See MVS/QuickRef User Guide for details. 

70 



The Override Facility 
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The OVERRIDE Facility 

• You cannot directly modify the Q/R database. 

• Sometimes, you need to. 

• Override facility allows you to add, append, or 

replace item with member of PDS. 

• Commands are 

• REPLACE – add or replace item 

• AUGMENT – supply supplemental text 

• PREVENT – deny access to item or volser 

• ALLOW – allow access to item or volser 

72 



The OVERRIDE Facility 

• Useful: 

 Suppose the text of an item in the database is 

missing, incorrect or misleading.  You can use the 

override facility to correct the item. 

 

• Necessary: 

 Suppose you need to prevent the DASD Free 

Space facility from accessing a specific VOLSER. 
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The OVERRIDE Facility 

Override Facility can provide functionality of a User 

Database.  Although User Database allows you to 

pack more data into a smaller footprint, it is static 

– you can’t change a UDB without rebuilding it. 

 

The override facility is a hot facility – when you edit 

and save text using ISPF EDIT, the change takes 

place instantly.  For items such as work schedules 

or things that can change frequently, the override 

facility is much more flexible. 
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QWIKEXIT 
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QWIKEXIT 

• QWIKEXIT is an optional, user security exit. 

• Not linked into the QWIKREF1 load module. 

• It can be used instead of Override Facility 

PREVENT and ALLOW statements.   

• QWIKEXIT is invoked each time an item is 

selected to be included in the on-screen item 

selection list or selected to be displayed. 
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QWIKEXIT 

• For each invocation of QWIKEXIT, the item in 

question may be accepted for display or rejected 

by this exit.   

• How you determine whether it should be accepted 

or rejected is completely up to you.  You can use 

a SAF call or other means.  

• At anytime, MVS/QUICKREF may be terminated 

via a RC=08 from this exit.  
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QWIKEXIT Return Codes 

MVS/QUICKREF expects one of the following return 

codes from QWIKEXIT:                                                   

0 - allow the user to view the item 

4 - deny the user access to the item and, issue 

message QWIKM036 (You can change the text 

of this message using PDF EDIT if desired)  

8 - deny the user access to the item and, terminate 

MVS/QUICKREF immediately. 
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Batch Processing and Batch 

Commands 
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QWBATCH JCL 
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Batch Commands 

The following commands are valid in batch 

 Command   Abbreviation 

 QINFO   QINFO 

 SORT    SO 

 GETNEXT  GN 

 GETPREV   GP 

 SEARCH   SE 

 QPRINT    QP 
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Batch Commands File 

The batch commands file: 

• may be specified as a physical sequential data set 

or a specific member of a PDS 

• may be fixed or variable length 

• must have an LRECL no greater than 80 bytes 

(84 if the file is variable length) 

• must not contain any blank records 
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That’s All Folks 
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QWACADEMY.COM 

• The new QuickRef Academy is designed to 

introduce new users to the full range of QuickRef’s 

features and demonstrate its many problem-

solving capabilities. Even Power QW Users may 

find new uses for QuickRef in the videos. 

• Learn more at  

 QWACADEMY.COM 
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