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Agenda

� A brief history of the many faces of the mainframe 

� A conversation about the strengths and weaknesses o f various 
types of interface

� What about mobile devices like the iPhone or Androi d?  
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History of the z/OS UI 

� First there was Batch (1945-1968)
► A user would submit a program on a series of punch cards, 

► the computer would run the program at some scheduled time

► results would be picked up hours or even days later

� Then came the Command-line (1969-1983)
► Users enter commands on a text-based terminal in real-time called Time Sharing Options or TSO, 

an interactive command line interpreter 

� And on to the Graphical UI (1984 and after)
► Menu-based 

► Interactive Systems Productivity Facility or ISPF: a menu-based application for building software 
that runs under z/OS

� What’s next?
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Remember when. . .?
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TSO
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ISPF
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z/OSMF
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z/OSMF
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System z + QR Code + Mobile Device 

QR Code Label on Machine
”

App: Scans QR barcode label 
on System z machine with 

camera

10

Allows person on the IT floor to grab 
just a subset of information about the 
machine.

Quick path to customer definable body 
of information that is appropriate for the 
user.
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CPC Views Ensemble CPC Views

Classic CPC Views
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IBM One UI 
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Discussion points

� How important is a mobile option for z?

� What is your favorite/best UI? What is it that you like about it?

� What security concerns are most important to you? 

� What types of monitoring and management tasks would you like to be able to 
perform using a mobile device? 

� Would you like tasks specifically designed for a particular device (i.e., iPhone, 
Android, or tablet) or do we need to replicate the HMC or full screen 
interfaces?

� Ability to set up customized text alerts from the mainframe?

� Analog vs digital display?

� How important is it to be able to customize what info you are getting?

� Would you prefer a single app for a single task or an app for a suite of tasks?

� What security concerns are most important to you? 
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Questions or Comments?
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