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Agenda – What’s New in CICS Explorer 1.1
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� Install Information
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Explorer Overview

� CICS Explorer 1.1.0.1 is the current release available

– Provides support for CICS TS v4.2

– Adds new Features and Functionality

• Workbench and View changes and improvements

• New CICSPlex SM Administration perspective and nine associated 
views

• Enhances the Atom creation process

• Improved Event Binding editors along with new event search and 
copy features

• Adds column sorting

• New transaction tracking view 
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Explorer History

� V1.1.0.1 – September 2011

� V1.1.0.0 - June 2011

� V1.0.1    - September 2010 

� V1.0.0.7 - June 2010

� V1.0.0.6 - April 2010

� V1.0.0.5 - February 2010

� V1.0.0.4 - December 2009

� V1.0.0.3 - December 2009

� V1.0.0.2 - September 2009 

� CS1J: CICS Explorer for Windows – November 2008
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Install Information

� You Must Download and Install a fresh new copy

– Can Reuse your old Workspace

• Some Errors may occur for unsupported perspectives

– Simply right click and reset the perspectives

– Must install the supported plug-ins 

• No Errors if you Export / Import your Preferences

– Must re-install all Plug-Ins using the latest compatible version

– V1.1.0.0 is required for CICS TS v4.2

– Downward compatible with older supported CICS releases
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CICS Explorer V1.1 Plug-ins

� CICS Configuration Manager Version  2.1

� CICS Deployment Assistant Version  1.1

� CICS Interdependency Analyzer Version  3.1

� CICS Performance Analyzer Version  3.1

� CICS Performance Analyzer Version  3.2

� IBM Session Manager (z/OS) Version  3

� CICS Transaction Gateway (Multiplatform) Version  ( 7.1 or 7.2 or 8 )

� CICS Transaction Gateway (z/OS) Version  ( 7.1 or 7.2 or 8 )
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General 

� Support for column sorting in views

� Changes to the CICS Explorer menu bar

� Improved support for transaction tracking

� Task View Changes

� New Global TSQ View

� MB GB improvements
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Changes to the CICS Explorer menu bar

� The Administration menu item has been renamed to 

Definitions

• The RTA menu item has been removed. The RTA Events 

view is now accessible from the Operations menu in the SM 
Administration perspective. 

� The WLM menu item has been removed. The WLM views 
are now accessible from the Operations menu in the SM 
Administration perspective. 
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� The Help under Task View provides a Cross Reference

Task View Changes 





© 2011 IBM Corporation24

New Global TSQ View 

� New Operation view has been added

– Global TSQ Statistics view 

– The TS Queue Statistics (TSQGBL) view displays information 

about temporary storage queue usage 
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Column Sorting in Views

Default Sort by Region
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Column Sorting in Views

Hovering over a column
shows a Help Popup
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Column Sorting in Views

Sorted by
Percentage of available 

total storage
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Column Sorting in Views

Hovering over a column
shows a Help Popup
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Column Sorting in Views

Sorted by 
Storage occupied by
Not-in-use programs
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Column Sorting in Views

Button to Clear Sorting
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Column Sorting in Views
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Transaction Tracking

� Follows the path of a transaction through the system

� Provides means to track and correlate the progress of

– Simple linearly routed tasks, asynchronous tasks, spawned CICS 
tasks
• Across distributed CICS systems including over CICS managed TCP/IP

� Extends and uses Association data

– Previous hop association data and origin data for both MRO and IPIC 
connections

� Helps to answer questions like

– Why is this transaction suspended?

– Where was this transaction routed to?

– What was the point of origin for this transaction?
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Transaction Tracking

Identify A Task to Analyze
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Transaction Tracking

Right Click and Search
Associated Tasks
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Transaction Tracking

A Search Analysis is run
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Transaction Tracking

Results show up in
the Search View
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Transaction Tracking

Can PURGE the Offending
Task from the Search View
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Transaction Tracking – Originating from TCP/IP Service
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Transaction Tracking – Originating from TCP/IP Service

Right Click and Search
Tasks from TCP/IP Service
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Transaction Tracking – Originating from TCP/IP Service

Results show up in
the Search View
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Transaction Tracking

Using the PIN button
to save searches
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Transaction Tracking

Multiple Saved or 
PINned searches
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Transaction Tracking

Use Show Previous Searches
Button to view History
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Transaction Tracking

Use Show Previous Searches
Button to view History
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Viewing SIT Parameters
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z/OS Perspective
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Data Sets View …

Data Set View
Edit and Manage your z/OS 

data sets  and submit jobs 
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Data Sets View …

Data Set View
Edit and Manage your z/OS 

data sets  and submit jobs 

z/OS Unix View
Show High Level Qualifier
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Data Sets View …

Data Set View
Edit and Manage your z/OS 

data sets  and submit jobs 

z/OS Unix View
Show High Level Qualifier
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Unix Files View

z/OS Unix View
View and Browse your z/OS 

Unix System Services Files
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Unix Files View

z/OS Unix View
Modify Unix File and 

Directory Permissions
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Unix Files View

z/OS Unix View
Support for Symbolic Links
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z/OS Perspective – z/OS Unix Files View

z/OS Unix View
Show hidden files
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z/OS Perspective – Jobs View

Jobs View
View, Filter and Browse Job
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z/OS Perspective – Jobs View

“Ctrl F” Find Box
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z/OS Perspective – Console View

Console View
History Log of your sessions 

activities
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Events

� Support for system events in the CICS event binding editor

� Ability to choose an EPADAPTER configuration 

� Addition of an online and offline EP search function

� New edit functions added to the event binding editor

� Changes to the CICS Event binding editor

– Choose an emission mode, Async or Sync
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System Events

� An emitted Business event that is related to the CICS system 
Health

– Resource health events 

• The status of a DB2 connection changes

• The status of a file changes

• The status of a TRANCLASS 
– How close is the current value to the maximum

> Possible threshold values are 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, & 100%

• The MXT status
– How close is the current value to the maximum

> Possible threshold values are 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, & 100%

– Transaction abend events 

• An application transaction abends
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� Build a System Event to monitor the status of VSAM File FILEA

– Use a predefined adapter called FileaMonAlerts

�  Build an External EP Adapter that can be used by other Events

– Include it in with our System Event we just built - FileaMon 

System Events & EP Adapter Example
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System Events
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System Events
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System Events
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System Events
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System Events
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System Events
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System Events
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System Events
We’re Done

Save and Build our Adapter

Use a separate External Adapter
Called FileaMonAlerts
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EP Adapter – Inline Specification

Embedded Adapter 
Selection
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EP Adapter – Inline Specification

Embedded Adapter 
Selection

Specify target Adapter specifications
 

inline with the Event Binding
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EP Adapter – Predefined Specification

Pre-Defined Separate
Adapter Selection
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EP Adapter – Predefined Specification

Pre-Defined Separate
Adapter Selection

Specify the name of the pre-Defined Adapter

 

Separate EP adapter specification can
be shared between event bindings 

You Create your EP Adapters in a 
Separate Bundle project
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EP Adapter Example

� Build a System Event to monitor the status of VSAM File FILEA

– Use a predefined adapter called FileaMonAlerts

�  Build an External EP Adapter that can be used by other Events

– Include it in with our System Event we just built - FileaMon 
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EP Adapter
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EP Adapter
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EP Adapter
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EP Adapter
We’re Done

Save and Export to z/FS
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System Events & EP Adapter Example
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System Events & EP Adapter Example

Install the Bundle to Create and Activate
Our Event and Adapter
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System Events & EP Adapter Example
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EP Search
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EP Search
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EP Search
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EP Emission Mode Selection

� New Synchronous emission mode option on the EP adapter

– When Synchronous emission is used event emission is 

assured

– Causes events to be formatted and emitted as part of the 

capturing UOW

– If the event fails to be emitted the capturing UOW will be 
backed out at syncpoint and its transaction is abended with 

ASP7
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EP Emission Mode Selection

� You can assure emission of an event by using an EP 

adapter with synchronous emission mode and the 
appropriate transaction mode 
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Event Bindings Created with v1.1

� If you create an event binding using CICS Explorer version 

1.1.0, you must not modify the event binding using an earlier 
version of CICS Explorer

� Modifying the event binding with an earlier version of CICS 
Explorer might result in loss of data

� You can however modify an event binding that was created 
on an earlier version of CICS Explorer, with a later version of 
CICS Explorer
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer

Here’s my XML Transform
XML Binding File
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer

Here’s my XML Transform
XML Schema File
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer

Here’s my Copybook
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XML Transform Binding via CICS Explorer

Double Clicking the Manifest
File shows how it has been

Updated with the XML Transform
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer

Double Clicking the Manifest
File shows how it has been
Updated with the Atom Feed
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer

We’re Done
Let’s Export to z/FS
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer

Install the Bundle to Create and Activate
Our Atom Feed
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Atom Feed Creation via CICS Explorer
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Atom Feed Testing via CICS Explorer
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Atom Feed Testing via Firefox
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New SM Administration Perspective

� The SM Administration perspective contains Operations and 

Definition views to views to help manage WLM workloads

� The default SM Administration perspective contains the 

following views 

– CMAS Explorer (New) 

– CICSplex Explorer 

– CICSplexes 

– CMAS Details 

– Managed regions (New) 

– Workloads
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Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Removing a CICS Region From the Plex on the Fly



© 2011 IBM Corporation159

Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Quesce the workload from Region 8
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Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Quesce Confirmation Box
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Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Quesce Completion Box
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Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Region 8 Quesced – Can now be ShutDown
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Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Switching to the CICS SM Perspective
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Dynamically Managing Workloads

� Region 8 is gone and the work continues with no Hiccups
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Java

� JVMServer DISABLE options
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Summary

� Overview / History

� Install Information

� General

� z/OS

� Events

� Atom

� SM Administration

� Java

� Questions
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ibm/developerworks/cicsdev

facebook.com/IBMCICS

twitter.com/IBM_CICS

youtube.com/cicsfluff

youtube.com/cicsexplorer

themasterterminal.com

twitter.com/IBM_System_z

CICS Explorer Forum ibm.com/developerworks/forums/forum.jspa?

forumID=1475&start=0

CICS-L list Forum
listserv.uga.edu/archives/cics-l.html

Google us or check us out at:

w
w
w
.ibm

.com
/cics
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The future runs on System z  Thank you,
Any Questions?
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Call to Action

� Learn more about CICS Explorer

– Read the New CICS Explorer Redbook - SG24-7778

– Request a CICS Smart Seminar from your IBM account rep

� Start using CICS Explorer

– Download from http://ibm.com/cics/explorer/download

� Extend the value of the CICS Explorer

– Move to CICS TS V4.1 or V4.2

– Add CICS Tools and other plug-ins

– Build your own plug-ins
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CICS Explorer Redbook - SG24-7778

� This Redbook® focuses on the new 
CICS Explorer

� The first part of the Redbook 
overviews the CICS Explorer, along 
with all the CICS Tools plug-ins

� The second part of the Redbook 
focuses on different scenarios in 
which the CICS Explorer can be 
used, along with the CICS Tools 
plug-ins to resolve different 
problems

� http://www.redbooks.ibm.com/redpieces/abstracts/sg247819.html
 



© 2011 IBM Corporation173

CICS Explorer SDK Redbook - SG24-7819-00

� This Redbook® focuses on the new 
CICS Explorer SDK

� The first part of the Redbook gives 
an overview of  the CICS Explorer, 
along with an overview of PlugIns 
and Eclipse

� The second part of the Redbook 
focuses on the SDK and how to 
write a PlugIn and how to Extend 
the Explorer via PlugIns

� Two Demos are included 

� http://www.redbooks.ibm.com/redpieces/abstracts/sg247819.html
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CICS Communities and Information
• CICS Transaction Server V4.2

– http://ibm.com/cics/tserver/v42/ 

• CICS Explorer home page
– Remember this link  ibm.com/cics/explorer 

• CICS Explorer Forum
– http://tinyurl.com/68bndw 
– IBM developerWorks forum with FAQs, Links and 

resources, ISV Contributions, etc. Ask questions, suggest 
improvements, report problems, chat

• New! CICS Hub on the Rational COBOL Café
– http://ibm.com/software/rational/cafe/community/cobol/cics 

• Twitter
– Subscribe to the IBM_System_z channel to get CICS 

Explorer news flashes

• CICS Blog
– Comment and opinion at TheMasterTerminal.com

• CICS eNews
– Subscribe for news about CICS and related products

• YouTube channels
– CICS Explorer - Videos, demos and other cool stuff
– CICSFluff - Other CICS videos

CICS Explorer Public Forum

Home page

Twitter

Blog

eNews

YouTube

CICS Hub
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Sources of Info

� Web

– CICS Tools

• Home page ibm.com/cics/tools/ 

– CICS Explorer

• Home page ibm.com/cics/explorer 

• Download page http://ibm.com/cics/explorer/download 

– CICS TS home page ibm.com/cics

� Demos and animations 

– CICS Explorer demo - featuring Threadsafe Analysis using the CICS PA and 
CICS IA perspectives - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jk3YdvI8lno

– CICS Explorer animation - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NzWwUi5lLw

– CICS Transaction Server in your SOA - Great source of links to more CICS 
ecosystem information - 
ftp://ftp.software.ibm.com/software/htp/cics/presentations/CICS_TS_in_your_SOA




